
Thanks to 2017’s Leading Sponsors 

Batavia Turf 

MTE Turf & Tractor 

Atlantic Irrigation 
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2017 Participating Vendors & Sponsors 

Thanks to Our 2018 Lead Sponsors 

Batavia Turf 

MTE 
Turf Equipment Solutions 

 

PLANT gflx 
(Professional Landscape and Nursery Trades 

of Genesee Finger Lakes) 

Sports Turf Conference 

& Trade Show 

Tuesday February 6, 2018 

 

Double Tree Hotel 

1111 Jefferson Road 

Rochester NY 

 PLANT gflx. (Professional Landscape and Nursery Trades of 

Genesee Finger Lakes) and Cooperative Extension of Monroe 

County are pleased to invite you to our annual Turf Managers 

Conference and Trade Show Tuesday February 6, 2018. 

 This year’s sports turf program is titled Relationships that build 

and maintain YOUR fields.  The event also contains a full day of 

ornamental horticulture and related seminars for Certified Nursery and 

Landscape Professionals, Landscape Architects, hardscape & 

water feature professionals, and Commercial Pesticide 

Applicators with continuing education and recertification credits 

available. Over 30 vendors are exhibiting. 

 Our trade show and conference kicks off another ‘green 

season’ in the Rochester area.  It is your opportunity for 

professional development, earning recertification credits, and 

strengthening your network contacts. We believe you will find this 

sports turf conference a very valuable investment of your time! 
 

Visit our website http://plantgflx.com for more information. 

 Alliance Designer Products 

 American Equipment* 

 Atlantic Irrigation* 

 Attica Packing 

 Batavia Turf* 

 Beck’s Garden Supply* 

 Belgard by Domine Builders 

 Brighton Securities 

 Brodner Equipment 

 Chestnut Ridge Nursery 

 Complete Payroll 

 CST, Concrete Stone & Tile 

 Day Automation 

 Dig Safely NY 

 Excel Lawn Care* 

 Finger Lakes Mulch & Soil 

 First Capital Payment 

 Helena Chemical 

 Hulton Tool Company 

 Cornell Cooperative Extension Monroe County 

 Farmers’ Insurance, The Arrigo Agency, Inc 

 Grasslands Equipment & Irrigation 

 Horticultural Associates of Rochester 

 MTE Turf Equipment Solutions* 

 Rochester Home Builders’ Association Inc* 

 Sensenig’s Landscape Supply 

 Lakeside Sod Supply Co. 

 Lawley Insurance 

 Leighton Insurance 

 Northern Nurseries 

 NYS DEC 

 NYS DOL 

 NYS DOT 

 Preferred Seed* 

 Rinox Pavers 

 SiteOne Landscape Supply* 

 Superior Plus Energy Services 

 Techo Bloc 

 Upstate Gardeners Journal 

 Weckesser Brick Company 

 Winfield Solutions 

(* Program sponsor) 
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Relationships That Build & Maintain YOUR Fields Registration Form 

Preregistration 

Names (Please list all attendees)

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

School / Firm Name ___________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________ 

City ___________________________State ____ ZIP __________ 

Phone (   ) _______________  

E-mail ________________________________________________ 

Includes all seminars, continental breakfast, hot buffet lunch, 

afternoon snack 

       x $95 ___________ 

5 or more from one firm @ $75 each 

10 or more from one firm @ $65 each 

  

      Total Enclosed $ _____________ 

Send registration & check payable to: 

PLANT gflx 

c/o Shar Reeves 

6995 Groveland Hill Rd. 

Groveland, NY 14462 

Or register on the web: http://plantgflx.com 

 

Purchase orders accepted 

W-9 can be provided 

Contact Walt Nelson wnn1@cornell.edu or Katie Berger 

585.356.0972, katie@bataviaturf.com for a copy of the 

complete PLANT gflx Education Day program or with 

questions about the Sports Track. 

This year’s Sport Track at our Annual PLANTgflx Education Day is 

taking on a very important topic, Relationships that build & maintain 

YOUR fields.  Our primary goal in tackling this subject is educating 

each other on the benefits of opening the lines of communication 

between the architect, contractors, suppliers and the school. This, in 

turn, provides information creating the best playing surface possible 

for the athlete.   

From the architect to the end user, and all that happens in 

between, each member of the ‘team’ plays a very important role in 

creating a safe, manageable playing surface for the athlete. 

Whether it is a capitol project or everyday maintenance, 

communication, or lack of, can make or break the success of a 

project.   We have put together a panel of some of the best in the 

business, representing all groups involved to discuss how best to 

communicate in all situations.  Let’s learn together how to better 

reach that end result by talking about how to relate and 

communicate!  

Additional topics include: 1) the importance of pre-qualifications. 2) 

How can we ensure that your projects will be done by qualified 

contractors who can provide at least 3 references?  3) How can you 

avoid risking the use of lesser quality products for your project? 

4) Aerification & topdressing, 5) Grounds Care Partnering & 

Calendaring. 

These topics and other valuable information will be shared, helping 

your next project go smoothly, without the guess work. 

Identifies seminars with CEUs: 

Certified Nursery Landscape Professional 

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation  

Landscape architect 

Sports Turf Management Association 

Seminar topics and credits are subject to change  

DEC 

STMA 

CNLP 

Land 

7:00 Registration, tradeshow, silent auction, continental breakfast 

8:30 Panel moderator Norm Hummel, panelists: Jack Bryant, Meghan 

Friedle, Grant McKnight, Mike Robinson, Dan Schied, Tim Webber, Mike 

Zeager Relationships that Build & Maintain Your Fields 

10:15 Break /  Trade show silent area 

10:30 Norm Hummel, The importance of aerification top dressing 

11:00 Dan Schied, Calendaring & Partnerships in Grounds Care  

11:30 Lunch / MTE demonstrations / trade silent auction 

12:30 Mike Robinson Sports Field Maintenance 101 and then some!  

Additional seminars of interest: 

1:00 Tim Cansdale Mick DOT Mock Roadside Inspection 

2:00 Walt Nelson Landscape Invaders, Asian Worms & Ticks 

3:30 Liz Berkeley Noxious & Invasive plant management 

(e.g. poison ivy, angelica) 

STMA CNLP Land 

STMA CNLP Land 

STMA CNLP 

STMA CNLP 

CNLP DEC 

CNLP DEC 

CNLP 

Norm Hummel, a soil and turfgrass consultant serving the golf, sports turf, and landscape 
industries.  From 1995 to 2015 Dr. Hummel ran one of the most respected soil 
physical testing companies in the country, involved in hundreds of successful 
golf, sports field and landscape projects throughout the country, including 
many top 50 golf courses and the National Mall in Washington. Norm is a 
graduate of New Mexico SU, with honors in Agronomy.  He went on to Penn 
State, earning M.S. and PhD. Degrees in Agronomy, with an emphasis on 
turfgrass soils and nutrition. Before starting Hummel & Co. Inc, Norm served on 
the faculties at Iowa State University (2 years) and Cornell University (11 years).  
He has published many technical articles on many aspects of turfgrass 
management and soils.  In 2017 he was honored with the USGA Green Section 

Award.  He also received the Citation of Merit from the NY Turfgrass Association in 1995. 

Mike Robinson, President, Homefield Turf & Athletic Inc. Mike’s activity in the athletic and green 
industry spans 33 years. His company works on all levels of baseball and softball 
fields and has an impressive resume including PNC Park (Pittsburgh Pirates), 
Frontier Field (Rochester Red Wings), NBT Park (Syracuse Chiefs), Coca Cola 
Field (Buffalo Bisons), Division I, ACC, Big 12, Big Ten conference schools, Little 
league as well as St John Fisher College, LeMoyne University and Fairport High 
School, naming a few locally. 

Jack Bryant, Preferred Seed, Started in the seed industry in 1982 with Standford Seed Co as a 
Branch Manager and transitioned to Turfgrass Sales in 1987. He attended Cornell’s Turfgrass 
short Course and participated in over 50 Field Day Events at Cornell, Penn State and Rutgers 
Universities’ ongoing educational events.  With Jim Dodd and Ed Russell he founded Preferred 
Seed Co. in 1999 as a Turf and Forage company distributing throughout the Northeast. Turfgrass 
sales are to retail outlets such as Garden & Home Centers and Feed Stores, as well as 
landscapers, Athletic Field Facilities, Sod Farms and Golf courses. 

Meghan Friedle, LaBella Associates, is a Civil Engineer with experience in the design of athletic 
facilities. She is a strong engineering professional with a Bachelor of Science (B.S.) focused in 
Civil Engineering from SUNY at Buffalo. Her experience has included large athletic complexes 
with field layouts for multi-purpose fields, baseball and softball fields and associated storm water 
management. Additionally, Meghan has field experience working with owners, athletic directors 
and contractors during the construction process.  

Tim Webber PE ,LaBella Associates, Tim has over 20 years of technical and managerial 
experience in the field of civil engineering. As an alumni of Rochester Institute of Technology, he 
is the Regional Manager for the Civil Division in Rochester and Project Manager/Engineer for a 
variety of Athletic Facilities. With a diverse design background in athletic design, K-12, and 
Higher Education campus design, Tim’s athletic facility projects over the years have included 
tracks, synthetic turf and natural grass fields. Based in Rochester, but a native to the Corning 
area, Tim works with clients across Western New York and the Southern Tier.  

Grant Mc Knight, president and owner of the Natural Sand Company and DuraEdge Products. 
Seeing a need for a specifically engineered infield mix in the game of baseball and softball in 
2001, Grant set out to create them.  The DuraEdge brand soon gained the respect of Major 
League Baseball with nearly three quarters of the teams using DuraEdge Products by 
2016.  Grant is dedicated to providing solutions to preserve the integrity of the game of baseball 
and softball by providing safe and playable infield surfaces for all levels of play. 

Dan Schied, Director of Grounds, Cornell University since December, 2015.  Prior to that he was 
Manager of Horticulture and Grounds at the University of Rochester for 22 years after having 
been self-employed in the landscape industry for 14 years. 

Mark Zaeger, Moved to Western New York in 2008, worked in collegiate recreation for 3 years 
before taking a laborer position at East Irondequoit CSD. Spent 5 years as a laborer until 
promoted to the Head Groundskeeper. Have worked over 10 years in the public recreation 
sector. 

Norm Hummel 

Mike Robinson 


